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Saigon Saidto Qust 3 Aides
Of U.S. Over Tie to Tribes
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namese Government, suspecting the United Stateslof at-
tempts to deal independently with a political movement of

[ A

. . B 4 - ..
mountain tribesmen, has de-to remove some -officials froi
manded the departure of[jobs associatgd‘with the Mon

\ : s .|tagnard problem ‘“to reduc
t.hr_ce‘Amemcan‘ofﬁcmls, re  Victnamese suspicions.”
liable sources said today. Reliable sources said that {
The affair has embittered|a meeting Friday with high of
American-Vietnamese relations ficlals of the South Vietnames
nd has endangered hopes of
freelng South Vietnam’s high-
ands from Vietcong influence.

The problem burst into public
view today when it was dis-} ¢ ipacnian

closed that South Vietnamese' The  Americans evident
troops had surrounded and dis- fcared, the sources said, tha

larmed about 500 soldiers of' a United States pilots might un

. i 'knowingly be used in an ai
political movement called. the: ;o o "o O talions of Ful

[Unified Front for the Struggle . troops in the beliof that the
of the Oppressed Races, known
from its French-language.ini-
tials as Fulr. U CRS)
U.S.-Led Unit Disarmed
It was, also disclosed that a
nit” of - American-led Montag-) . Strategic Effect Feared
pard troops was disarmed last!  Wile acknowledging that th
weck., “Montagnard” is the col- affair has embarrassed Ameri
cctive name for a number of €an, relations with Saigon, of
fhountain tribes with a popum_-fxcxals are worried primaril

! about a ' loss ‘of Montagnar
Llon estimated at 700,000 to a-y5vaity “on which rest hopes fo

million. In race, language and” anti-Communist military suc
kulture, the tribesmen are non-.cess in the Hig}_ﬂands.
Vietnamese, and they distrust Some Americans have bee

. .. S0 cager to avoid-a final rup
l;gssdlsllkeltheu.‘ lowland neigh- ¢, . “Sitn Montagnard leader

that they have stirred fea
The clash between TUnited! among South Viectnamese offi
Btates and South Vietnamese] Cials — who commonly refer t.
bficials over the issue centers| Montagnards as "moi,” or sav

g ages — that the United States
pn actions by the American isgencouraging hopes for a self
Central Intelligence Agency; governing Montagnard state o
Lhat have greatly aroused Viet- region,- ’
"ame . suspicions. It is also said heTc}I]ed }I;*ulro R%rgdani%?b;tgon is
) .| heade a ade tribesman|
~-nter on American’syh‘lpa‘ named Y-}I’3’ham Enuol, who led|
Lhy for Montagnard aspirations.| Montagnard revolt In 1957,
According’ to a qualified Some South Vietnamese lead
fource, Willlam F, Beachner, a ers describe it as Communist-
political officer in the United) tinged or Communist-dominated

movement and specifically in
structed them not ito use Amer
ican equipment against th

general {8 said to have .advo
.| cated just such an air, strik
to prove *good faith” to th
South Vietnamese,

States Embassy, was declared
persona non grata by the South
Vietnamese along with two em-

‘Fence agency.
‘| Barry Zorthian, the embassy
ress officer, has denied that

Jamed - persona .non grata, or
Jnwelcome, but he said th'e
[nited States had been willing

loyes of an American 1nte}l§- .

he three men were formallyiand” for a huge

iand lacking in power. American
j officials believe that it has gen|
rcral support among the 30-odd
mountain tribes.

In recent months leaders of
Fulro ‘have written American
officials many letters outlining
their stand, which was origi-
nally a demand for autonomy
' Montagnard
army to be responsible for mil-
itary security in the Highlands.
The South Vietnamese 'would

“inot agree to the arming of a pos
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*The Americans sent Mr.
Beachner, the controversial po-
litical officer, to Darlac
Province, a Rhade tribal area
that is one of scven provinces
in which Montagnards consti-
tute a majority of the popula-
tion. ’ . . '
As *team chief” of American!

‘| military and civilian advisers,

in the province, Mr. Beach-’
nep was to carry out an_ex-}
periment in Administrative pro-/
cedure. But according to reli-
able sources, South Vietnamese
officials interpreled the move|
as an ominous attempt to es-
tablish political liaison in *chi
Highlands. S
~ For_a time, Mr. Beachner and;
other: Amerlecans were per-,
mitted and encouraged to at-.
tend the prolonged negotiations
that have. gone .on with Fulro
representatives in Banmethuot,

But several  weeks -ago, the
sources said, South Vietnam's
Defense Minister, . Brig. Gen.
Nguyen Huu Co, angrily con-
fronted Amcrican officials with'
an English-language document.
that had fallen into the hands
of the Vietnamese Intelligence
‘Service,

This document dismissed dis-
cussions of outright autonomy
for the Montagnards but then
listed a series of concessions
that the Vietnamese Govern-
ment might be induced to ac-
cept.. General Co. charged that
the document had been written
by employes of the Central In-
telligence Agency to show Fulro
leaders “how to negotiate.”

At about tle same time, the
sources said, Mr, Beachner was
asked by the Darlac Province
chief, & South Vietnamese, if
any independent  American

A1IC. AHICI‘AL&HS acivudq oulL
got in return a statement from’
General Co to the Fulro lead-
ers, stating that although the
Government totally rejected au-
tonomy it was still ready to
discuss on social and other de-~
mands, suich as requests for the
restoration of tribal courts,
better' education and more
Montagnard representation in
the Government, ) .

But - the, South Vietnames
began to isolate Americans

jfrom the continuing negotia-

tions with Fulro and from any
knowledge of Salgon's inten-
tions in the crisis. o

When a United States Em-
bassy officlal tried to break
the ice with an assistant to Pre-
mier Nguyen Cao Ky, he got
a reception that was described
as ‘“correct, but just barely.”
He wag told in effect that the
South Vietnamese no longer
wanted American advice on the

Montagnard  ‘situation, ' the
sources said. .
After a while the Fulro repre-
sentatives gave the South Viet-
namese a new position paper
in which they dropped their de-
mand for autonomy but made

{five milder demands, dncluding| -
one for a "“Fulro zone of opera-|-

tions"” that would allow Mont-
agnard troops to direct mili-
tary operations against . the
Vietcong in the Highlands.

They asked for ammunition,
weapons, -food and other ma\-

terials. - N
Since the meeting with Gen-|
thep |
Americans have been cut off{ |

eral Co at- Banmethuot,

from South Vietnamese plan«
ning, the sources sald, It was
to regain the good graces of
the Vietnamese that the Ameri~

talks with Fulro were under!
way. Mr. Beachner, who is saldi
to have been unaware of any,
answered no. But he is said to
have lecarned soon afterward
that two American officials had
indeed been in
Montagnard leaders in Darlac
Province. The sources said that
after that incident Mr. Beach-
ner was. unable to prove his
good faith. ‘ )

Pledges Lxchanged
As a result of these Incidents,

R meeting was held at Banme-

huot by General Co with Mel-"

can general suggested furnish-

ing planes for.a bombing raid
agalnst = Fulro. troops, - the
sources sald. e

. At the last minute, at least,
‘some Americans did know of

contact With'the plan to disarm a Montag:

nard strike force led by United
States special forces units and
to capture and disarm Fulrg
/troops, But many American of<
ficialg fear that such tactics
may bring another Montagnargd
jrevolt ' lilce - the - one. in- Seps
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vin L, Manfull, then chief polit-

ical . officer of the United
States Embassy, and with a top.
[American gencral of the Viet-!
nam command. Some sources
describe ‘the meeting as acri-
nonious. }

General Co 1s sald to havae!
demanded that the Americans;
send a written note to the Fulro!
representatives, affirming that.
he United States supported the |
outh Vietnamesea_Government:
nd would- not megotlate with |
e Montagnards or dxrect{y ald
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